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Description This web-based tool allows users to compare the diesel fuel requirements associated 
with common tillage systems and crops in their area.  Based on current fuel prices, 
the tool can also estimate the cost-savings of potential changes.

Uses The Tillage Tool was developed by NRCS technical specialists to give land managers a 
picture of how much excess tillage actually costs and how much fuel might be saved 
by switching to a less intensive tillage system.

Features To run the program, you enter your zip code, select the crops you grow from a 
list of common crops in your area, and enter the cost of your diesel fuel.  The tool 
estimates the fuel requirements of “typical” tillage systems for common crops in your 
crop management zone and presents the results in a table format.  You may also 
change the price of diesel to see how these costs could change over time.
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To use this and other 
energy estimator tools, 
go to:
http://energytools/
sc.egov.usda.gov.

For more information on 
the tools and energy con-
servation, contact Stefanie 
Aschmann, Energy Team 
Leader, at 503-273-2408. 
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